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If God cares so wonderfully 
for wildflowers ... 
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CALL t.,t.5 FAMILY! CALL IT f-tOM6! 

"Be conscientious about how you live and what you 
teach. Persevere in this, because by doing so you will 

save both yourself and those who listen to you". 
1 Tim 4:16: 

Being prepared for Godly parenting requires a close, 
daily walk with God. After all, He is the father of all 
mankind. He has had billions of children! And, He 
has recorded his thoughts and experience as an 
example for our parenting journey. Read 
the Bible through the lens of parenting and you will 
be amazed at the wealth of knowledge it contains. 
In this passage, Paul tells Timothy he needs to be 
disciplined in his life before he can be effective in 
the lives of others. Later he tells him where the 
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ultimate example is found, "All Scripture is God- • 
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, f 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the 
man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work" (2 Tim 3:16-17 NIV). 

Bible study helps you emulate God and lets His 
wisdom shine through you. • 
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SUNDAY-JULY 31 

Worship Service 
Children's Church 

WEDNESDAY - AUG 3 

Intercessory Prayer 

SUNDAY-AUG 7 

Worship Service 
Children's Church 
Men's Monthly Meeting 

MORNINQ OFFERINQ 

The offerin.9 today will 90 to our 
gen.era( fun.d. 

SPECIAL PRAYER 

Dahlia Hall 
Lauretta Maxwell 
Patsy McCarley 
Meri-Lyn Evans 

Bonnie Hatfield 
Carollon Kivch 
Raye Murphy 
Cheryl Zielke 
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Please join us Aug 7th for Men's Monthly 
Meeting her at the church at 6 pm. We will 
have a great fellowship and wonderful 

time in God's Word. 
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Never be afraid to trust an unknown 4! 

future to a known God. - Corrie ten Boom 
j 

ONLINE GIVING! Just Google "Tuming t 
Point Church League City" to .ind our 

,~ 
website, click "Giving" (upper right on 

J 
home page) and follow the easy directions 

J 
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July 31 

Aug 3 

Aug 7 

UPCOMIN6 EWNTs 
Worship Service 
Children's Church 

Intercessory Prayer 

Worship Service 
Children's Church 
Men's Monthly Meeting 

AND MORE TO COME .... 

Turning Point Church 
400 Hobbs Rd., Ste. 111 

League City, TX 
281-332-5728 

Pastor Jerry Hatfield 
www.tpcoflc.org 
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Jesus' Counter-Cultural Lo\'./e 
Marco Scouvert 

How do you define love? 

In our age of indulgence, many define 
love this way: giving another person 
what he wants, regardless of what may 
be best for him. ]Lowe 
For example, if a 30-year old pregnant 
woman wants to murder her unborn child because she doesn't know·how 
she will provide for it, then, we should give her what she wants. Love' means 
we encourage· her and maybe help her abort her baby. After all, it's her life 
and her body, right? In fact, according to our culture, to refuse her those 
desires would! be a very hateful thing to do, regardless of what we think ( or 
know) is best for her and the child. 

But Jesus defines love like this: giving a person what is best for him, 
regardless of what he may want. His definition oflove is not merely 
different, it is the exact opposite! 

A Grave Message 

We see this in the account of the raising of Lazarus. As John 11 begins, 
Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha in Bethany, is ill. Since the family 
was close to Jesus, Martha and Mary sent a messenger to tell him that their 
brother was sick In response, Jesus made an amazing statement! He 
declared with confidence that the purpose of Lazarus' sickness was not 
merely that he! would die, but that His glory would be displayed for all to 
see. 

Because He Loved Them 

The author John then makes a short but important statement: "Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus." You see that love even in the message: 
"Lord, He whom you love, is sick." Lazarus knew, Mary and Martha knew, 
the disciples knew, and John wants us to know that Jesus had a special, 
personal affection for this family. 

"Therefore," the narrative contim.tles, "when He heard that Laz'arus was sick . 
~e ... " Pause here for a moment. If you were hearing this story for the first' 
time, what would you expect to be said next? 



I think we all would naturally expect John to say, "Therefore Jesus Went to 
Bethany to heal Lazarus." But tliiat isn't how the story goes. Instead we read 
these shocking arid confusing words: "He stayed two days longer in the 
place where He was." Subsequently Lazarus died. 

He stayed? Jesus stayed and let Lazarus die? Yes. But why? John says He did 
so because He loved them. 

Jesus Gives What is Best 

How could that be loving? If love means always giving a person what is best 
for him, then we can understand from the rest of the story how it was loving 
for Jesus to let Lazarus die and to allow his sisters to experience such deep 
sorrow. 

The story ends with Jesus powerfully raising Lazarus back to life after being 
dead for four days! Through thilS display, Mary, Martha, the disciples, and 
others encountered the glory of Jesus in a unique way as they saw firsthand 
His authority to raise the dead and to give eternal life to those who believe 
in Him. 

Jesus knew this was the best thing for everyone, even His disciples. 

Not all of our trials have such a happy ending, but they all do have the 
ultimate purpose of revealing Christ's glory now or later. Jesus knows 
what's best for us who are His followers and because He loves us, He always 
has- this in mind in all of our suffering. 

Marco Scouvert is a missionary in South Africa. 
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